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Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you here in Ispra for the first meeting of the European Soil 

Partnership. As you know, the European Soil Partnership is one of the Regional Soil 

Partnerships established within the framework of the Global Soil Partnership. The JRC has 

been actively supporting the development of the Global Soil Partnership from its early start in 

2011 and we are proud now to host the first meeting of the European component of the global 

effort. Many of you have been already involved since many years with the soil activities of 

the JRC, especially in the framework of the European Soil Bureau Network and more recently 

in the framework of the European Soil Data Centre. Now we have the opportunity to initiate 

again a new effort in the area of soil research and sustainable soil management and we are 

happy to contribute with our staff and facilities to this new challenging activity. 

The European Soil Partnership was first established at the occasion of the last Global Soil 

Week in Berlin in October last year. At that occasion we gathered with all European 

stakeholders present at that meeting to initiate the process that has lead to this meeting today. 

At the meeting in Berlin a steering committee for the European Soil Partnership was 

established and I’m particularly happy to welcome here in Ispra the steering committee 

members as well as the chair of the Steering Committee, Dr. Jes Weigelt of the Institute for 

Advanced Sustainability Studies. We as JRC have offered to host the secretariat of the new 

European Soil Partnership and proposed to host the first plenary meeting of this new initiative 

during the first semester of 2014.  
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Today I’m happy to open this first meeting of the regional soil partnership for Europe and 

sincerely hope that our contribution to this process will help in fostering sustainable soil 

management in Europe. The JRC has been supporting the European soil policy development 

over the past 20 years and is known for his scientific and technical competence in this field. 

Bridging between science and policymaking is the core business of the JRC and in the area of 

soil science we have been actively contributing in translating soil data into policy relevant soil 

information, especially in support of DG Environment, the leading policy DG of the European 

Commission in the area of soil protection. Our role has expanded as well in recent years 

towards global soil protection policies and activities, with the integration of soil data and 

information from other parts of the world into the European Soil Data Centre. Some of the 

recent results of these global activities have been the publication of the Soil Atlas of Africa 

and the Soil Atlas of Latina America.  

By offering to chair the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils we hope to contribute 

also at global scale towards the development of  high level scientific knowledge underpinning 

the policy development and activities towards global soil protection and sustainable 

development. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I sincerely hope that the next days will allow you to discuss the organization and future 

activities of this new regional soil partnership. From our side you can be reassured that we 

will provide all the necessary support for making this meeting a success, 

 

Thank you for your attention, 


