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Speaking points 
 

 The European Commission has supported since its beginning the 
Global Soil Partnership and FAO's endeavour to raise the profile 
of soil issues across the world. As you may now, we have provided 
€1m for the period 2014-2015 to support a number of key 
activities, including support to the Inter-governmental Technical 
Panel on Soils, the development of detailed implementation plans 
at the regional level, and digital soil mapping in Africa. 

 The first plenary meeting of July last year successfully cleared a 
large amount of work, including the adoption of the Rules of 
Procedure and the nomination of the members of the ITPS, 
including Luca Montanarella of the JRC as its Chair. This year we 
will probably have to deal with an even larger agenda, particularly 
the adoption of the five pillars of action of the GSP and, I hope, a 
strong message to the international community that soil matters, 
also in the post 2015 framework. 

 It is important to be all here for the first meeting of the European 
Soil Partnership, launched on the margins of the Global Soil Week 
organised by the Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies in 
Berlin last year. As you know, the GSP is based on the actions of 
partners on the ground. We need to transform our ideas in 
concrete engagements. Europe should take the lead and show that 
the GSP concept can have practical effects in improving the way in 
which we manage soils on our continent. 

 It is certainly a challenge to find a common, but not necessarily 
uniform, way to deal with common problems among so many 
different countries, cultures, and types of partners – governments, 
public agencies, scientists, data provider etc. It is a challenge that I 
am sure you will be able to successfully raise up to. 

 I would highlight three particular aspects where you may wish to 
focus your attention during these two days: 
o Raising awareness: How can we, collectively and 

individually, inform our fellow citizens and policymakers 
about the importance of soil for the economy, for the 
ecosystem services it provides, as a basis for food 
production? We are all convinced, but how to stimulate a 
debate "out there"? On this, there is a clear limitation on 
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what can be done by an organisation like the European 
Commission. We need your active engagement at all levels – 
national, regional and local. I hope that the International 
Year of Soils will be a key opportunity for pulling our efforts 
together in this direction. An external consultant is about to 
finalise a scoping report about possible activities in 2015 on 
behalf of DG Environment that we plan to share with you 
via our web site. 

o Agree on concrete actions. The ESP is not and should not 
become a "talking shop". It should certainly be a forum for 
discussion, but it should lead to specific actions by the 
partners. For example, I think it would be useful to have an 
exchange of views on setting up some working groups on 
selected topics of common interest that could work in the 
next 12 months and refer back to the next plenary. One such 
group could be on soil awareness, another on initiatives for 
the International Year of Soils, for example. The important 
thing is that partners show a willingness to join efforts for 
improving the soil management situation in Europe. 

o The debate on Sustainable Development Goals: As you 
know, intensive discussions are ongoing in New York at the 
United Nations level to agree on a framework for sustainable 
development post 2015, when the Millennium Development 
Goals will expire. If successful, as we all hope it will be, this 
process will have a significant impact on policies and funding 
opportunities for many years, possibly until 2030. The profile 
of soil in that context is so far very low. This links with the 
point I was making before about a lack of soil awareness at 
all levels. But it also indicates the need for this constituency 
to make its voice heard – first and foremost, with your own 
governments. 

 


