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Our scientists give opinions on various soil problems. Perform assessments of the quality, the state of soil resources and their suitability for growing different crops. Elaborate projects on request of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, private and public organizations and farmers. Provide consultations on agri-environmental measures from the Rural Development Program 2014-2020. Participate in the development of local programs for conservation and sustainable use of soil resources. Preparation of "Handbook for sustainable management of soil resources in Bulgaria" is under consideration.
Pillar 2 
Activities related to raising public awareness at different levels on the importance of soil for life on Earth and the need to preserve it through: (a) publications and interviews in printed and electronic media – radio, TV and internet; (B) admission to the institute of pupils and students; Annually celebrating the World Soil Day; (C) organized an exhibition entitled "105 Years of Soil Science in Bulgaria" together with the BPD and the National Museum "Earth and Man"; Translation into Bulgarian of the "Revised World Soil Charter" and the FAO educational posters for soil. Organized together with the BPD Conference "Geochemical and Agro-ecological Problems of the Zlatish-Pirdop Field and the Pirdop Region" with 9 reports presenting up-to-date information on the problems in the Zlatishko-Pirdop valley and contemporary approaches to solving them. Organization of training courses for farmers.
Pillar 3 "Research"
The academic staff of the institute continues its work on capacity building through training of PhD students and enhancing the qualification of scientists. We are involved in building Partner Networks. We develop research projects in the fields of soil science, agrochemistry, agro-ecology, agro-technology, hydromeliorations and plant protection, financed by the AA / MAF, the National Research Fund, the European Space Agency and the EU Development Program.
Pillar 4 "Soil Information and Databases"
Based on the available database of soil polygons a database of agricultural soils is under construction.  By the end of May 2017 we will have available database of soil polygons with defined soil units, without topological errors, for terrains up to 1200 m altitude. The collection and summarization of all available soil information and the establishment and maintenance of a database of agricultural soil resources has been in a progress. Work has started commissioned by the Ministry of Agriculture to identify the agricultural Areas with Natural Constraints (ANC) as set out in the EU Regularion 1305/2013 following the Updated Guidelines for Applying Common Criteria, developed by JRC in 2016. National contribution to the Global Organic Carbon Map is considered as well. 
