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GSW2012 

http://globalsoilweek.org/previous-gsw/ 

STANDS 

Global Soil Partnership (GSP) 

European Commission – Directorate General Joint Research Centre (EC-DG-JRC) 
Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung (BMBF, Federal Ministry of Education and Research) 

European Land and Soil Alliance ELSA 
Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources Interview “Soil Booth” 

Austria, Haus der kleinen Forscher in Berlin (House of little Explorers in Berlin) 

Media library, United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 

Umweltbundesamt (UBA, German Federal Environment Agency) 

International Soil Reference and Information Centre (ISRIC) 

Schölerberg Natural History Museum Osnabrück 

Boden des Jahres (Soil of the Year) 

Oekom Verlag (publishing company) 

Fördermaßnahme „Nachhaltiges Landmanagement“ 

Artist Betty Beier – Erdschollenarchiv (Earth Print) 

Helga Restum Hissa 

MICRO-WATERSHEDS SIMULATOR and “LAND PAINTS” (tbc) 

Film Festival 

Market Place 

of ideas 

example 
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GSW2012 – SOIL Action stand 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
stand: 

• DG JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE     
(SOIL ACTION) 

  & 
• DG ENVIRONMENT 

• Atlases 

• Reports 

• Maps & Posters 

• Calendars 

http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu/  

example 
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The importance of raising soil  
awareness 

WHY? 
 
Pre-condition for promoting soil protection strategies and 

legislation between policy makers .   

Despite this role, the actual activities do not address the 

whole public×. 

 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
• To discuss the main effective ways of raising soil 

awareness  
 

• To develop an international 2013 Agenda for action to 
inspire people about soil 
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World cafè 
style 

Raising soil awareness session 

1. What should be done globally to raise 

awareness about soil?  

2. Which tools are available?  

3. How can a broader public be reached? 
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World cafè style 

School and 
education activities 

“A physical soil 
experience” 

Prof. Nancy Klehm 

Multimedia tools 

Mr. Greg Zibell 

A five course menu 
of awareness 
themes and 
approaches 

Dr. Alexandra 
Toland 

Urban people 
(citizen)  & Rural 

people 

Prof. Ciro Gardi 

Social media, 
networks and 

movies 

Prof. Chuck Rice 

Table 
coordinators 

collaboration 
innovative 
way to reach 
the public 

flexible and 
collaborative 
web platform  

visualization 
and symbolic 
language to 
communicate 

different  
methods and 
messages but 
common 
environments 

example 
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Conclusions 

• There are enough tools and ideas on raising soil awareness but almost no 

funding is available. 

• Coordinate and team up all the existing networks using a unique and 

easy platform. 

• Involve citizen (urban people to be connected to nature) as well as rural 

communities. 

• Recruit young people with an innovative view on soil science. 

• Needs to promote soil education at every school and university level. 

• Include more innovative tools, channels and communicators. 

• Everybody should get involved and become an “Ambassador of the soil”. 

7/16 



Agenda for Action 2013:  
concrete outcomes  

Report 
http://www.globalsoilweek.org/wp-content/uploads/Rapporteurs-

Reports_GSW2012.pdf   

Mailing list 

ENSA conference 2013 

GSW 2013 – Raising soil awareness session 

Summer of soil http://www.summerofsoil.se/ 

5th December 2015:    World Soil Day &  

          International Year of Soils  

GSP – 2nd pillar (work in progress) 

8/16 

http://www.globalsoilweek.org/wp-content/uploads/Rapporteurs-Reports_GSW2012.pdf
http://www.globalsoilweek.org/wp-content/uploads/Rapporteurs-Reports_GSW2012.pdf
http://www.globalsoilweek.org/wp-content/uploads/Rapporteurs-Reports_GSW2012.pdf
http://www.globalsoilweek.org/wp-content/uploads/Rapporteurs-Reports_GSW2012.pdf
http://www.globalsoilweek.org/wp-content/uploads/Rapporteurs-Reports_GSW2012.pdf
http://www.globalsoilweek.org/wp-content/uploads/Rapporteurs-Reports_GSW2012.pdf
http://www.summerofsoil.se/
http://www.summerofsoil.se/
http://www.summerofsoil.se/


Questions arising 

• How can the public participate in 
the future agenda? 

 
• How can all the active actors team 

up to have a common strategy? 
 

• How can the GSW be used as a 
vehicle to raise soil awareness? 

 

• The Global Soil Week addressed to 
the traditional audience, next year 
should be public, not by invitation 
only. 

 

• Need of soil summer schools for the 
general public in different locations. 

Emilia Romagna project  
“Che terra pesti?/The earth 

beneath your feet.” 
https://www.facebook.com/cheterrapesti  

 

Common goal 5/12/2015 

 

 

GSW2013 ? 

 

 

Summer of Soil ( Jarna- Sweden) 

www.summerofsoil.se/ 

 

ways forward 
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Do we speak about soil? 
http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu/awareness/ 

http://www.eu-ensa.org/ 

http://www.hutton.ac.uk/events/european-network-soil-awareness 

http://www.bodenbuendnis.org/projekte/ensa/ 

http://www.soil-net.com/ 

http://www.cranfield.ac.uk/sas/nsri/research/projects/audit.html 

http://www.sondar.eu/hu/index.php?article_id=1&clang=2 

http://www.iheartsoil.org/ & https://www.soils.org/   

http://www.facebook.com/SSSA.soils & https://twitter.com/SSSA_soils 

https://www.facebook.com/BundesverbandBoden 

https://www.facebook.com/cheterrapesti 

http://www.fao.org/globalsoilpartnership/news/detail/en/c/174791/ 

http://www.globalsoilbiodiversity.org/?q=node/218 

http://soilweb.landfood.ubc.ca/promo/raising-awareness 

www.geowiss.uni-hamburg.de/i-boden/pubirel.htm 

www.summerofsoil.com 

www.bodenwelten.de 

www.nua.nrw.de/boden/ 

www.osnabrueck.de/unterwelten 

http://www.dirtthemovie.org/ 

www.symphonyofthesoil.com 

http://soilarts.wordpress.com/ 

http://www.decolab.org/tbi/  

http://soils.usda.gov/education/resources/lessons/painting/  

http://parideazafarmart.wordpress.com/workshop-on-making-paint-from-
soil/  

http://soilscapestudio.com/paintings.htm  

http://www.commonground191.com/ 

http://www.soil-net.com/dev/page.cfm?pageid=about_links  
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Do we have people willing to  
raise soil awareness? 

EU Summer school on soil survey 
2006 

GSW 
2013 

JRC OpenDay 2013 

12/16 



Do we have people willing to  
raise soil awareness? 

EU Summer school on soil survey 
2006 

GSW 
2013 

JRC OpenDay 2013 

13/16 



Do we reach & involve the  
general public? 

Our experience.. 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/vi
deo/player.cfm?ref=I078015&sitel
ang=en  

• Saturday, 4 May 2013 

• over 10 300 visitors 

(the 1st guided tour in 1992 for 300 persons) 
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Do we reach & involve the  
general public? 
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Thank you for your attention 

francesca.bampa@jrc.ec.europa.eu 
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