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Defra Policy Rationale
UK DEFRA: The First Soil Action Plan for 
England (May, 2004)

Soil is one of the essentials of life, along with air and water. Yet it is 
so much a part of everyday life that there’s a danger of taking it for 
granted. Covering most of the earth’s land surface, it is the 
essential growing medium for our food, timber and other crops. It 
supports the buildings that we live and work in and the roads and 
rails that move us around.

Objective One, “Defra will work with 
stakeholders to develop a programme 

of education and awareness of soil 
issues among the general public, 
those working with soils and the 

professionals that guide, advise or 
instruct soil managers.” 
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Soil is effectively a non-renewable resource



Soil is essential to all life



Time of great change for farming community across EU

> CAP reforms

> Agri-environmental schemes



Where’s the Soil ???
Geography

geographical enquiry and skills
environmental change and sustainable development

Science: life processes and living things
variation, classification and inheritance
green plants as organisms 
living things in their environment

Science: materials and their properties
acids and bases
geological changes
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Where’s the Soil ???
History

settlements, events, people and changes in the past 
historical interpretation

Citizenship
responsible living

ICT
environmental data

Art and Design
texture, natural forms
mother nature
designer



DesignDesign

ContentContent ProvisionProvision

NSAD (now NUCA)
[& CU]

CU DesignDialogues & CU IT Dept
SiteMachine3 CMS

Textual content
Design direction
Logical structure

IT  
Hosting

Content Management
Facilitation

Art
Livery

Multimedia
Print Objects

Interaction Design

OperationOperation
Direction &Direction &
RelevanceRelevance
Defra, SetNet, Schools
DfES (now DCSF), OU

Soil-Net….

Domain “www.soil-net.com” owned by CU
Trademark “Soil-Net” owned by CU

Soil-Net Responsibilities

DCSF = Dept. Children, Schools and Families



http://w
w
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.soil-net.com



Interactive Rich Media

Age 5-11



Age 11-16



Part I Introduction 
Part II The Global Cycles 
Part III The Function of Soils 
Part IV The Soils On Earth 
Part V Threats To Soils 
Part VI Future Concerns 
Part VII Case Studies

Soil-Net Structure

64 topics +



Activities and Downloads
Soil-related activity sheets - 120+ activity sheets and resources 

Desktop wallpaper - 'green-screen' images

The school garden - run a school garden

Soil walks - a virtual online soil walk

Terrain builder – landscape erosion simulator

Eco-Lifestyle Quiz - impacts of your lifestyle on the environment

SoilScapes Interactive mapper - online soil map by Postcode

Whose Poo? - you just have to find out!

Wormery - study worms and their interactions with soil

Photos - 2,700+ high quality environmental photographs



Referencing Soil-Net
A selection of the sites cross-referencing Soil-Net

Google reports 647 cross-links from other sites



Web Statistics - Results

93,423 unique 
visitors
586,959 page 
impressions served 
up (pages viewed) 
on monitored pages

Country of Origin Visits

United Kingdom 47,465

United States 21,730

Canada 3,631

India 2,540

The growing Web Traffic
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Future developments

‘Soil-Net 14-19’
the age group going on to A Level, and Vocational Qualifications

‘Future Sustainability’
planning to manage and nourish existing web resource

‘Promotional Campaign’
to keep Soil-Net’s place in the ‘spotlight’

‘Translation’
of Soil-Net text to other European languages

‘Linkages’
Link to other resources – SoilPIC, SoilsWorldwide, WOSSAC

www.soil-net.com
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