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GREEN SURGE in a nutshell 

• N.B. project under negotiation – possible start in Oct. 2013 

• 24 partners (11 SMEs); Coordinator: University of Copenhagen 

• Commission contribution approx. 5.701 million EUR 

• 48 months 

• Linking urban green spaces, bio(cultural) diversity, ecosystem services 
and the green economy 

• Urban Learning Labs (5) and Learning Alliances 

• Key products include:  
– Manual for urban green infrastructure planning 

– Policy briefs 

– Urban Learning Lab interfaces – including biocultural diversity and GI databases 

– Learning module 





http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecosystems/illustrations.htm 





Three tiers 

1. Comparative analysis of European cities / city regions 
– E.g. focus on green space structure, UGI planning and governance 

2. Good practices (cases for in-depth study) 
– E.g. focus on good practices in UGI planning, governance, real market 

integration of ESS 

3. Urban Learning Labs in Bari, Berlin, Edinburgh, Ljubljana, Malmö 
– Application of good practices, methods, tools 

– Learning Alliances – and ‘double helix’ approach 





www.malmo.se 



Dissemination and knowledge brokerage 

• Dissemination and knowledge brokerage, led by ICLEI 
– Including a range of events, media 

• Project website 

• Urban Learning Labs & Learning Alliances 

• Involvement of range of local stakeholders – and special role of local 
SMEs 

• Urban Learning Lab portals as essential tools 



Future research priorities 

• GREEN SURGE will address some of the knowledge gaps 

• Central to the project: integrating biodiversity and cultural diversity 

• More research needs on mechanisms:  
– Why do bio(cultural) diversity (BCD), urban green spaces (UGS) provide the 

ecosystem services (ESS) they do? 

– How do different types and characteristics of BCD and GS impact ecosystem 
service provision? 

• More research on governance and green economy aspects: 
– Innovative governance arrangements for promoting BCD, UGS and ESS 

– Valuation and real market integration of ESS  



Further information 

Project Coordinator: 

 

Prof. Cecil Konijnendijk van den Bosch 

Institute of Geosciences and Natural Resource Management 

University of Copenhagen, Denmark 

E-mail: cck@life.ku.dk 


