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PRACTICE IAPro: An Integrated and Participatory Assessment Protocol
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Linking evaluationLinking evaluation 
and (social) learning

Focus: facilitating knowledge exchange and learning

Considering well-accepted learning theories

Involving the relevant stakeholders in theInvolving the relevant stakeholders in the 
whole evaluation process

T ti SH t b ildiTargeting SH engagement, consensus building 
and adoption of good practices
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S & T knowledge Local knowledge

Site-specific criteria

Fully participatory: criteria & assessment

Global criteria 

Fully participatory: criteria & assessment 
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PRACTICE IAPro:

Consistent withConsistent with 
Ecosystem Services 
Approach and with 
CCD, CBD, and FCCCCCD, CBD, and FCCC 
recommendations
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Scientists’ role
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Stakeholder platform in ALBATERA,
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Evaluation of actions is understood as a learning 
t th t h l d i i ki
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PRACTICE IAPro: a harmonized but flexible protocol
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PRACTICE network 
of Long Term 

Monitoring Sites

LTEMs: 19 sites in 12 countries.

Monitoring Sites 
(LTEMs)

Mediterranean Europe (Greece, Italy, Spain, and Portugal),
Africa (Morocco, Namibia, South Africa), Middle East (Israel), China, and
South and North America (Chile, Mexico, and USA)



Conclusions - Recommendations
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Focus evaluation on learning, on knowledge exchange, through a 
collaborative process. 

Engage stakeholders in the definition of the criteria, and their relative 
(comparative) importance, and in the whole assessment process. 

Combine few global science‐based indicators with local‐knowledge based, 
site‐specific indicators, relevant for local conditions

There are not absolute best practices. Evaluation of practices depends on 

site specific indicators, relevant for local conditions

tradeoffs between criteria, individual stakeholder perspectives and interests, 
as well as dynamic socio‐environmental contexts. 

The PRACTICE protocol may be used at different scales and for different 
purposes: the scales and focus would be determined by the stakeholder 
l f d h i / l i / / b i l dplatform and the actions/alternatives/processes/programs being evaluated.
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Incorporating PRACTICE approach into CASCADE
1- CASCADE will facilitate dissemination and communication of scientific discoveries

Incorporating PRACTICE approach into CASCADE
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2- CASCADE will integrate scientific and local (SH-based) knowledge to prepare 
guidelines on best practices for natural resource managers
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Incorporating PRACTICE approach into CASCADE

3- CASCADE will actively foster learning, social learning

Incorporating PRACTICE approach into CASCADE
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Incorporating PRACTICE approach into CASCADE
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Incorporating PRACTICE approach into CASCADE

To evaluate actions to prevent tipping points in dryland ecosystems and p pp g p y y
to restore degraded drylands

To convey critical concepts in land management regarding y g g g
desertification, such as tipping points, critical thresholds, and resilience
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http://practice‐netweb.eu Knowledge exchange 
and educational videos
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