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Overview 
 Transitioning towards Urban Resilience and Sustainability (TURAS) 

 TURAS = Gaelic word for “journey” or “voyage” 

 European Commission 7th Framework Project – 30 Partners 

 Total budget: €8,910,468.00 

 European Commission contribution = €6,814,023.00 

 Duration: 01/10/2011 – 30/09/2016 
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Overview 
 Main objectives: 

• To bring together urban communities, researchers, local 

authorities and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 

in order to: 

 research, demonstrate and disseminate transition 

strategies to enable European cities to build vitally-

needed resilience 

 build guidance tools to help cities address challenges: 

 climate change adaptation and mitigation 

 natural resource shortage, and 

 unsustainable urban growth 
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๏ Unique twinning 
approach 

 

๏ Test the feasibility of 
new approaches to 
building urban 
resilience 

 

๏ Enable adaptive 
governance 

 

๏ Bring urban 
communities 
together to create 
innovative transition 
strategies for Europe 

Concept 
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Project Partners 
 

1. University College Dublin, IE 

2. University of East London, UK 

3. Vereniging Voor Christelijk Hoger Onderwijs Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek en Patientenzorg, NL 

4. Institut Za Arhitekturu I Urbanizam Srbije, RS 

5. Aalborg Universitet, DK 

6. Universitaet Stuttgart, DE 

7. Varna Free University, BG 

8. Univerza V Ljubljani, SI 

9. Universita Degli Studi di Roma la Sapienza, IT 

10. Fung Chia University – GIS, China (Taiwan) 

11. Institut Bruxellois Pour la Gestion de l’Environnement, BE 

12. Dublin City Council, IE 

13. London Borough of Barking and Dagenham, UK 

14. Barking Riverside Ltd., UK 

15. Comune di Roma, IT 

16. Igloo Regeneration Ltd., UK 

17. Seville Global S.A., ES 

18. Gemeente Rotterdam, NL 

19. Verband Region Stuttgart, DE 

20. Regionalne Razvojna Agencija - Ljubljanske Urbane Regije Zavod, SL 

21. Municipality of Sofia, BG 

22. Dermot Foley Landscape Architects Ltd., IE 

23. Bioazul, ES 

24. Thames Gateway Institute for Sustainability, UK 

25. Bic Lazio Spa., IT 

26. European Business and Innovation Centre Network, BE 

27. Climate Alliance - Klima-Buendnis - Alianza Del Clima E.V., DE 

28. Pracsis Sprl., BE 

29. Helix Pflanzen Gmbh., DE 

30. SkyEyes, China (Taiwan) 

 

 

 

11 City Case Studies 
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WP1 – Geospatial ICT Support Structure 
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Iden fy	features	

Transparent	slider	 Zoom	to	layer	

Zoom	to	box	

TRANSITIONING TOWARD URBAN RESILIENCE AND SUSTAINABILITY 

 

 

GeoWiki	tool	

Upload	photos	

Descrip on	of	P.O.I.	

Show	P.O.I	generated	
by	GeoWiki	tool	

๏ Phase 1: WebGIS and GeoWiki as 
a platform for building resilience 
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WP2 – Green Infrastructure  

๏ Green wall and green roof experiments 

๏ Partnership with: London Olympic Site 
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WP3 – Urban Industrial Regeneration  

๏ Collaboration with communities to 
re-use abandoned sites and buildings 
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WP4 – Climate Change Resilient Planning 

๏ Climate change resilience: 

๏ Flood control in the 
Netherlands 

๏ Ecosystem technology in 
Ljubljana 
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WP5 – Limiting Urban Sprawl   

๏ Modeling urban sprawl 
to provide planning 
guidelines for European 
cities such as Rome 
(left) and Sofia (right) 
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WP6 – Short-Circuit Economies  

๏ Decision support for green 
businesses 

๏ Product service systems (PSS) 
and clean technology (Cleantech) 
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WP7 – Integrated Transition Strategies  

๏ Developing an integrated transition strategy 
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WP8 – Communication 

 

  

Local 
Authorities 

Academics 

Urban 
Communiti

es i.e. 

citizens 

Industry 

- SMEs 

 

NOT JUST DISSEMINATION – ENGAGEMENT & EXPLOITATION 



TRANSITIONING TOWARDS URBAN RESILIENCE AND SUSTAINABILITY 

 

 

WP8 – Communication 
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WP8 - Communication  

๏ Disseminating information to and engaging communities of interest 

๏ Links to city websites and GeoWiki on www.turas-cities.eu 
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Questions? Email info@turas-cities.org 

 

Join us on this exciting journey at  

www.turas-cities.eu 

 

Thanks for your attention!  
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