BASEMENT ROCK MAP OF THE UNITED STATES
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EXPLANATION

Definition of basement rocks: A group of rocks, commonly
metamorphosed and showing complex structure; where a7/
buried, these rocks lie unconformably beneath unmetamor-
phosed rocks. Broadly applicable to the Precambrian of
most of the United States, to the pre-Mesozoic rocks of the
Appalachian orogenic belt and to the pre-Cretaceous rocks
of the Nevadan orogenic belt. For practical reasons the
above definition has not been strictly applied in some areas,
as indicated in the explanation to Index Map Showing Prin-
cipal Basement Rock Provinces.
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INTRUSIVE IGNEOUS METAMORPHOSED AND
ROCKS NONMETAMORPHOSED
Exposed rocks: full-tone colors SEDIMENTARY AND
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