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Forest Service

© National forest: Covering almost 200

million acres, the country’s 155 national

forests make up about 25 percent of public
lands, mostly in the mountains of the West and
Alaska. Long guided by the concept of multiple use
for sustained yield, the Forest Service seeks a some-
times controversial balance among competing
demands: logging, grazing, mining, watershed pro-
tection, and recreation. Recent policies focus on
managing whole ecosystems.

O National grassland: Seventeen of the
twenty national grasslands are in the west-
— ern Great Plains, from Texas to North

Dakota, preserving four million acres.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

@ National marine sanctuary:
Established following the Santa Barbara,

. California, oil spill of 1969, national
marine sanctuaries promote balance between healthy
ecosystems and coastal economies. The 12 sites pro-
tect kelp forests, coral reefs, and open ocean habitats.
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@ National estuarine research
@. reserve: Twenty-one reserves on state-
owned lands provide natural laboratories
and classrooms for research and management of estu-
aries. Habitats include salt marshes, mangrove for-
ests, and sandy beaches.

© Military reservation and installa-
tion: The 27 million acres of military
land, found mainly in the South and West,

are home to more than 220 threatened or endangered
species and contain 100,000 archaeological sites.
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O Research facility or other site:
DOE’s 50 major sites, totaling 2.4 million
acres, range from nuclear reactors and

R and D labs to oil reserves and cleanup sites. The
larger sites are in the West, where some grazing is
permitted as well as limited public access.

Bureau of Indian Affairs

O Indian reservation: The agency acts
as trustee of Indian-owned lands amount-

: ing to 55 million acres, or 7 percent of the
total territory under federal stewardship. The 300
reservations—home to more than 500 tribes—are
governed by elected leaders who determine activities
on their lands, which may include public camping,
hunting, and fishing, as well as gambling at casinos.
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Bureau of Land Management

O BLM land: The bureau oversees some
270 million acres, about one-eighth of the
country’s land surface. BLM also manages
the mineral rights underlying 570 million acres.
Founded in 1946 to manage public lands for multiple
uses while protecting the long-term health of the
land, BLM oversees more acreage than any other
federal agency.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

@ National wildlife refuge: A network
. of more than 500 refuges, at least one in

every state, provides habitat for migratory
birds, big game, and endangered species of all kinds.
The system’s 90 million-plus acres include some pri-
vate lands set aside as easement refuges. Although
refuges may be closed seasonally to protect nesting,
most are open for activities ranging from nature
observation to hunting and fishing.

National Park Service

@ National park or other site: With
. some 83 million acres, the park system

supervises 11 percent of public lands.
National parks, which number 54 and cover more
than 51 million acres, offer an increasingly urban
population the joys of hiking, camping, and boating
in natural settings. National preserves, covering
almost 24 million acres, protect natural resources
while allowing hunting, fishing, and the extraction of
fuels and minerals. The park system’s 369 sites also
include lakeshores, seashores, and monuments that
preserve cultural and historical sites. Alaska contains
more than half the total acreage.
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O National recreation area: The first
Q recreation area, at Lake Mead, was created
in 1936 when the Hoover Dam impounded
the Colorado River. Traditionally composed of areas
surrounding reservoirs, the 38 sites now include other
open spaces near urban centers. The Forest Service
manages 19 areas, the Park Service 18 areas, and
BLM one area.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968
established this network to protect free-
flowing rivers. Begun with eight rivers totaling 772
miles, the system now contains 150 stretches of river
for a total of 10,700 miles.

{ National wild and scenic river:

¢ Wilderness area: In 1964 Congress
D passed the Wilderness Act, establishing
areas “where the earth and its community
of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself
is a visitor who does not remain.” Four agencies
administer 630 wilderness areas, encompassing 102
million acres: the Park Service (42 percent), Forest
Service (33 percent), Fish and Wildlife Service (20
percent), and BLM (5 percent).
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National scenic trail: The National
Trails System Act of 1968 established
- trails in both urban and rural settings for
people of all skills and physical abilities. The system,
which began with the Appalachian and the Pacific
Crest Trails, now includes six other continuous pro-
tected corridors.
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O © Federal area of 25,000 acres or less.

A

Parcels of nonfederal land too small to distinguish at
] the scale of this map are included in the shaded feder-
ally managed areas.
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Fire and Ice

Covering more than half of Oregon, federal

lands envelop dense forest, desert brushland,

and the deepest lake in the U.S., set in a cal-

dera at Crater Lake National Park. Another

volcano on public land, Mount Rainier in
Washington, is covered by glaciers.
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Indian Lands
Governed by elected tribal leaders and
administered by federal authorities, reserva-
tions offer the public many recreational
opportunities. The 16.3-million-acre Navajo
Reservation features a I7-mile drive among
the rock spires at Monument Valley
Navajo Tribal Park. On the 1.6-million-acre
Fort Apache Reservation, White Mountain
Apache run a major alpine ski and winter
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National Forests |
Traditionally dedicated to resource extrac-
tion, such as logging or mining, national for-
ests are now popular destinations for outdoor
recreation. Making up two-thirds of Idaho,
federal lands include Nez Perce National
Forest, a rugged region of peaks and can-
yons. Federal lands blanket almost a third of

The Central Flyway
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Wilderness is the most heavily used wilder-
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- Appalachian Range
Summit of the southern Appalachian high-
lands, Great Smoky Mountains National
Park—with peaks over 5,000 feet—preserves
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WINDING mbw_wrw\mﬂ ] J. the world’s finest remaining examples of
‘temperate deciduous forest. More than 500

- miles of trails lace the hardwood forests of
Virginia's Shenandoah National Park, includ-
ing a portion of the Appalachian Trail.
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NAT. SEASHORE Cal eve
; izens to preserve land:
or their children and their ¢
dren’s children forever, with t
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