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BUT:
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2030 is tomorrow!

Growing pressure on land and ecosystem services:

 Growing population and middle class

 Growing needs for natural resources 

 Climate change
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2030 is tomorrow!

 Political agenda, policy processes and bio-physical processes

not at the same pace

 Political agenda: SDGs achieved in 2030. 

 BUT: after almost 5 years: limited implementation of SDGs

at national, European and global level 
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What do we need to solve this problem

 Create ambition to protect and restore the eco- and 
geosystem services the environment provides
 Develop economic measuring and modelling tools
 Create economical sustainable solutions

based in science: Sustainable robust economy



Systems approach: Soil-sediment-water 
system: basis for solutions for societal issues
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2 End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture
6 Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
8 Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work
12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
13 Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts
15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat

desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss
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European Joint Program SOIL: 
Towards climate-smart sustainable 
management of agricultural soils

A close up of a desert
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AIM

 The main aim of the EJP SOIL is to construct a 
sustainable framework for an integrated 
community of research groups working on related 
aspects of agricultural soil management. One 
important aspect of agricultural soil management to be 
addressed in the EJP SOIL is  to strengthen the European 
research community on agricultural soil management, 
through a concerted alignment of research, training and 
capacity building; and co-construct with stakeholders a 
roadmap for agricultural soil research;



EJP SOIL consortium

24 countries, 26 partners









Connect to society

 National Hubs
Workshops in all MSs:

● Aspirational targets
● Knowledge availability and use
● Barriers and opportunities

 Roadmap for soil research in Europe





Take home message for soil scientists

 One discussion point:
 Soil organic matter as a key attribute of soils? 

Can this be our CO2??



Thanks for your attention

 Questions?
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