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WCSS 2022 Working Group

Speakeasy



Division Vice Chairs

Division Office Name Country
1 – Soils in space 
and time

Chair Erika Micheli Hungary

Vice Chair Matt Aitkenhead UK

Vice Chair Jacqueline Hannam UK

2 – Soil 
properties and 
processes

Chair Ryusuke Hatano Japan

Vice Chair Paul Hallet UK

Vice Chair Leo Condron New Zealand

3 – Soil use and 
management

Chair Bal Ram Singh Norway

Vice Chair Bob Rees UK

Vice Chair Tom Aspray UK

4 – the role of 
soils in sustaining 
society and the 
environment

Chair Damien Field Australia

Vice Chair Christine Watson UK

Vice Chair Lorna Dawson UK



Arts, Culture and Community component

• Lots of Groups and individuals wishing to be involved:

– Scotland, rest of UK and International

• In Glasgow, Open Jar Collective

– ‘Is a group of socially engaged artists and designers operating within co-
operative principles’

– Essentially a group of activists who seek to gain ‘a better understanding 
of the relationship between healthy soil and healthy people’

– Very well connected to what is going on in Glasgow and strong advocates 
of social and environmental justice.



Arts, culture and community component

Glasgow is a classic post 
industrial city

• Has the highest proportion of 
unused and/or ‘derelict’ land of any 
British city

• But increasingly been restored to 
productive use

• And recognising the benefits to 
health 

• I would love to see a tour of 
community based initiatives within 
the host city



Arts, culture and community component

• A number of 
potential venues in 
Glasgow  have 
been visited by a 
group of UK based 
artists

– Accompanied by 
Alex Toland from 
Berlin



Arts, culture and community component

• Other venues have 
been involved in 
producing relevant 
material using 
other media forms



Arts, culture and community component

First proposal is with ASCUS 
based in Edinburgh 
http://www.ascus.org.uk/

In partnership with Soil Museum
in the UAE

Sponsoring two artists in residence
• Using Holyrood Park in 

Edinburgh as a case study

Currently seeking funding……..

http://www.ascus.org.uk/


Arts, Culture and community component

• So lots of ideas, enthusiasm, energy and people 
involved
• And this is coming from the arts and creative sector as much as the 

soil scientists

• But perhaps we need to focus a little more…..
• My suggestion is to use ‘boundary objects’ “conceptual entities that 

bridge different understandings of information by different user 
groups” 

• So perhaps features common to humankind and soils
• E.g.: porosity, preferential flows, 

function/dysfunction, connectivity/networks…..?



And just announced……..

• Glasgow will host 
COP26 at the 
same venue

• A great opportunity 
to flag up 
WCSS2022

• And the role of 
soils and land 
management in 
CC mitigation



For further details contact: wcss2022@soils.org.uk 
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