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Giving Soils A Voice 



Perception of soil over last 30 years



Raison d'être

Soil is the most important (managed) 
resource on the planet.

Essentially, all life 
depends upon the soil 
... There can be no life 
without soil and no soil 
without life; they have 
evolved together.” -

Charles Kellogg, 1938



Policy framework: 
Global

UNCCD
CBD

Climate Change

Biodiversity

Desertification

IPCC

SPIIPBES

Food Security

CFS
Soil is the

cross-cutting 
theme



Soil is a 

key component
of SDGs

Explicit reference

Highly relevant

Very pertinent



Challenge

Long way from societal appreciation! 

Drivers of politics and policies



-Identify priorities and synergies 

-Mobilize resources 

- Make a difference



“We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us. When we see land 
as a community to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.” -

Aldo Leopold, 1949. A Sand County almanac

Thank you for your attention
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